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pala 
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Correspondence. 
junications on farm subjects are solicited from 
ribers and readers. 

hould be accompanied by the name of the 
for publication, but simply as a guarantee 


DARLING & KEITH, 


34 Merchants Row, Boston, Mass. 


All such communications or | | 
| few, comparatively, buy ten cent cigars. 


| Sugar, sheeting and calico, for the same rea- 


} sons, are each sold at the smallest possible 


| should make it himself, hire a competent man 
| to make it, or else sell his milk, or send it to 
| a creamery. 
None can Escape Competition. 
But whichever course he may conclude to 
| pursue, he will find that when he offers his 
product upon the market, he will have to 
take the market price or keep it at home un- 
| sold. 


No farmer can long produce a crop 


| that will have no competitors in market, so 


that he can fix his own terms regardless of 


current prices. According to our observa- 
| tion and experience, competition is greater 
in the milk market, and has been for many 
years past, than in the butter or cheese mar- 
ket. The majority of those who keep cows 
for milk appear to be determined to get rid 
of the product at the earliest moment pos- 
sible, and with the least amount of labor on 
their part. If such be the case, what pos- 
sible influence can any newspaper editorial 
have upon the market price? One might as 


well attempt Heaven 


a 


to direct the winds of 

| with a tan, or to drive back the tides with 
| paddle, 

Articles of necessity are always handled at 

| a much smaller profit than articles of luxury. 

\ ten cent cigar pays a larger profit to the 

j; country store keeper than a bag of meal 

| weighing a hundred pounds, and costing a 

| dollar or more, because everybody, almost, 


buys meal, and must have it, while only the 


margin, while teas, spices and silk pay much 
higher profits to those who sell them. 


Milk has come to be one of the necessities 


| 
ll communications to the Proprietors, | 
} 
| 





in the markets. There is scarcely a house in 


any of our cities or villages where there is not 


Editorial, 


THE PRICES OF MILK. 


Fora lim- 
demand. But 
of the 
capita is very small, 


| a little sold every day in the year. 


ited quantity there is a 
the 


sure 


| with present ideas and habits 
— Pi 
1 


per 
the 


people the deman 


ler of the Fanwer, residing in one of | 1: . 
rof the Parmer, residing in « and a little excess in supply creates an 


| 


towns 

milk 
1 common with many other 
be 


ist summer, delivered on board the 


hern in New Hampshire, and 


tor the Boston market, 


waking 
that, 1 
he 


: : 1: 
icinity, he has en selling 


can of eight and 


that 


if twenty-one cents per 
juarts, and finds with short 


ved, a scanty hay crop, and a partial 
th 


{ sowed corn, almost their only sub- 


hay, the business has been any- 
it remunerative, and that the outlook 


+} milk 
ue Hi 


producers through the winter is 
Ile that the 
would be doing its subscribers good 


iblishi 


loomy. suggests 


ng occasional editorials fa- 
milk 


ild say that the Farmer is, | 


for in the future. 


ready to open its columns | 
é ° | 
ave anything 


of milk 


ers who may 


+} ni t 
he subject 


or any other mar- 


t relating to ag- 


farmer or the 


Ain 


opinion as 


many thousands of rs, nor has it ever 


promised to very materially change the great 


laws which govern trade, and the pri es ot 


lities in world at large. As a 


he 
practical farmer, aiming to earn a respecta- | 
ble living at the business of producing food | 
rs to consume, the writer has found | 
ompeting in the open market | 

he rest of the world. | 
Choosing a Specialty. | 
tying out our work we have endeavored | 
letermine, if possible, by careful previous | 
y, which of the many farm products re- | 
it would be best to 


in the markets 


ittention to, and this is a question that 
farmer is at some time called upon to 
TI 


. the distance from market, the char- 


ie quality and general character ot | 


crop in the vicinity, all 


! 
luence in determining what par- | 


s grown 
ilar course one had best pursue, but per- 
ips One's personal tastes and inclination will 
nil 


wwe even a greater intluence than either or | 
| 


of the other conditions \ man who ha- 


itually throws the harness upon the floor 


when he comes home from a drive, bad better 
not attempt to get his | 


Phe 


weather beater ! ver 


iving by raising colts. 


farmer wl hinks that bog 


hay and 
s good enough 
His oxen, will never get rich at sup- 


plyi He 


] 1 
who leaves the milking and the general care 


ny the market with matched steers. 


ows to the boys, will stand a very poor 


being successtul at dairying in any 
Ss As a rule, a man to succeed 
business must } 


any lave some degree of 


1 must tak 


Every head of a family knows 


ar pride in doing his 


wel] 
that ve ry muc h of one’s success or failure | 
’ » } 

ds upon the character of the su- | 

of the 


sO 


household, and whether 
not, the wife on a farm 





y does exert a greater influence, for 
r otherwise, upon her husband's busi- 
ss than the wives of those who are engaged | 


st any other kind of business. 


Dairying a Profitable Business. 
is no doubt, in our mind, that dairy- 
some of its forms, and by that we mean 
ng of milch cows, offers as great in- 


s to the intelligent and pains-taking 
any branch of farming requiring a 


nt of capital. To us, a farm with- 


rd of cows upon it would hardly seem 


rm at all. It is also true in a general 
it wherever dairying is made a leading 
th 


farmers are better off than those 
farms are devoted more exclusively to 
‘ising of grain, cotton, tobacco, pota- 

ty to be sold off from the farm. In 


nt 


ry such crops can be grown and 
while with apparent better profit, 
‘he long run, some form of husbandry 


the 


manure from cattle can be saved 
‘urned to the land, will pay far better. 


‘k producers who supply the Boston 
Market, well understand this, and many admit 
‘hat the profit, if any is being obtained, all 


mes from the saving of manure as a by 
product trom the business. When a farmer 
‘lls hay he his disposing of his crop in its 
Crudest form, 
"aw material, 
farm 


His hay is somebody else’s 
When he feeds it out upon the 
to fattening oxen, growing steers or 
neile "Ss, or to dairy cows, he is manufacturing 
his raw material into some finer product, and 
should be getting an added profit upon the 
rong labor, risk and capital involved. If he 
‘4's to do this, as a manufacturer he is not a 
pages The milk producer who sells his 
tuk direct from the farm, is also, to a cer- 
>a extent, selling his raw material, for the 
“Sers who purchase it are manufacturing 
on portions of it into butter or 
an are separating the cream to be used 
: nanufacturers of ice cream. 

Judging 
than thirty 
Making 1 


ing 
ig. 


from our own experience of moro 
’ years in keeping cows, butter 
ays the best of any branch of dairy- 
sn butter making requires a yard 
. we a of skill than milk selling, and | 
rete y managed on small farms, it makes 
ana oe cares of the farmer’s wife a 
aia more wearing than where the milk 
Nenns - barn door. Most farmers 
nn Magee enough, without taking the 
fel like sn and on this account we never 
. * Urging farmers to change from sell- | 


Ng milk 
; to making butter 
Mer's Wife o - 


butter, 





Unless a far- | 
r daughters volunteer to make | 
we should say that the farmer | 


| uncalled-for surplus, and a surplus which, it 


| in 


act, but varying, deman 


| peddler 


| only a gloomy view of their situation, meet 


| others who are not dissatisfied with prices re- 


| 960 bushels per acre, and who showed a full 


held, will soon become practically worthless 
to eith 


ry bayer or seller. 

Regulating Supply. 
Every farmer who peddies his own milk 
a ry village, knows how dillicult a 
matter it is to res 


culate the supply to the ex- 
ls of his patrons. 


Ilis cows give a fairly uniform 


day, 


quantity from 


day to but his patrons may want a 


d in the week, and 


isual 


ouble amount one day 
three or four times their t quantity for 


The 


to meet this extra demand 


Thanksgiving or Christmas. country 


I contrives 


by calling on his butter making neighbors at 
home, and for the sake of holding his custom- 


ers may handle the extra at an actual loss in 


money or in time. 
In the large cities the demand mast vary 


much more than in the country, for when the 


country people all turn out to see the sights | 


on some great dav, they must all be fed, and 


milk in some of its forms is among the ar- 


ticles that must be had. 


the 


lo provide tor sup- 


p emands, some- 
day 


lying occasional extra d 


the 


The farmers who supply Boston have 


vly must carry a surplus every in 
year 
chosen to let the contractors, the middlemen, 
carry this surplus and take all the risk of 
disposing of it. Several thousand cans of this 
surplus milk are often worked up daily in 
the city creameries, and at a greater or less 
loss. ‘The Farmer's sympathy is naturally 
with the milk producer, but sympathy has 
little influence on prices current, or upon the 
natural laws which govern supply and de- 


mand. An indirect good has come from 


The Work of the Milk Association. 


few active thinking 


g farmers have come 


the 


trials of the milk producers, and 


A 


together semiannnally to talk over 


troubles and 
much has been learned regarding the business 
and its prospects, which could not have 


been learned as readily by other means. 


Farmers who come to those meetings imbued 


with a spirit of fault finding, or who take 


ceived for their milk, but who are aiming to 
increase the amount furnished. 

With such facts staring one in the face, 
there seems little encouragement for writing 
the 

It 


seems to us that the milk producer has two 


editorials on the low prices, or upon 


hard-heartedness of the milk contractors. 


chances open for bettering his condition, he 


can change bis business for some other that 
he thinks offers greater inducements, or he 
can learn to produce his milk at a smaller 
cost so as to be able to sell ata profit at the 
be to 


There are many 


Our advice would 


first. 


ruling ices. try 
the 


ways in which it can be done. 


second method 


A PRETTY GOOD POTATO YIELD. 
Mr. Charles Wisi: sites reported a yield 


of potatoes from a single square rod, equal to 


five bushels of the marketable potatoes at 
the recent Franklin Farmers’ Club Fair, gives 
us an account of the method of cultivation pur- 
The land was in corn last year, and 
The the 


It lies in a valley, and 


sued, 


was well manured. character of 


soil is a sandy loam. 
though never too wet, seldom suffers severely 
from drought. Last spring, a good horse 


load of stable manure, from a barn where 


horses, cows and hogs are kept, was spread 
and spaded in, the work being very thorough- 
ly done. Onthe 18th of May it was fur- 
rowed out as closely as the furrows could 
conveniently be made with a spade, ten rows 
used, 


to the rod. <A half bushel of seed was 


cut into from two to three eyes or more, 
medium sized potatoes being cut into two or 
more pieces. The pieces were dropped about 
a foot apart, four or five inches below the 
surface level. After covering lightly with 
earth, a light mulch of saturated litter from a 
hog sty was laid over the rows, and three 
common water pailsful of Stockbridge fertil- 
izer spread over the whole. At hoeing time 
a dressing of pulverized hen manure was 
sprinkled along the rows, and worked in 


the weeds were cut out with the hand hoe. 


AS 


The yield was five bushels of large, and one 
bushel of small potatoes. The trial rod was 
a part of a field of 4 of an acre planted to 
potatoes, with every sixth row left for mar- 
row squashes, which were plan'ed when the 
potatoes were hoed. There were 20 bushels 
of potatoes and four tons of squashes on the 
field. Fifty pounds of the squashes grew 
upon the trial rod with the six bushels of 
potatoes. The square rcd was planted to 
Beauty of Hebron potatoes; the 4 acre to 
Early Rose and Beauty of Hebron. 





Fruir is Connecricur.—Correspondents 
of the Connecticut Farmer report the apple 
crop very abundant in that State this year. 
The frost of last year having made a clean 
kill when the trees were in bloom, the bear- 
ing year has been changed so that every old 
scrub of a tree by the roadside or in pasture 
is now loaded with fruit. Good apples are 
selling slow, while poor ones are scarcely 
worth picking up for cider. 

Dr. Geo. A. Bowen of Woodstock, who 
has made the cranberry crop a specialty on 
his farm, has a large crop this season, which 
is bringing good prices. On frosty nights 
fires were kept burning on the borders of the 
meadow to keep the temperature above the 
freezing point. The crop will amount to 


goods we produce. 


or rather we, most of us, keep no books at 


all. 


at any time be had concerning the cost of the 


WHY DONT THE BUTTER COME? 


Why don't the butter come, is a question 


small dairies at this season of the year. Su- 
perintendents of creameries and managers of 
large private dairies seldom fail in getting 
butter out of the cream in a reasonable time 
at all seasons, and for the simple reason that 
having a business at stake large enough to be 
well worth looking after, they learn their busi- 
ness in all its littie details. ‘The lowering 
temperature as the season advances towards 
winter, is the chief cause of all the trouble 
with the churning of the cream. Not only is 
the cream often churned when it is too cold, 
but the milk, when set for the cream to rise, is 
kept at a temperature not favorable to the 
best results. Cream will rise under almost 
any condition, but it separates much more 
readily, and gives the best results at the 
churn, when the conditions are most favora- 
ble. 


it is usually only necessary to bring it into a 


If cream is raised by deep cold setting, 


warm room some little time before churning 
to give it a chance to ripen. The ripening 
process may not be easy to fully explain, but 
it is quite certain that sweet cream, allowed to 
stand in a warm room till a slight acidity can 
be detected, is much more readily churned, 
and will make a better quality of butter, and 
ot 
the mere fact is of more lnmportance than the 


to the practical butter maker a knowledge 


knowing why. Sweet cream is more slippery 
and offers less resistance to the churn dash or 
floats than does cream that is ripened by sour- 
ing. 

Again, cream rising slowly in the open air, 
as when set in shallow pans, at this season is 
inclined to take on a slight bitterness, due, it 
is claimed, to a certain kind of fermentation. 
which takes place only at a low temperature 
all this the 
cream in cold weather, is to set the milk in 


The remedy for trouble with 
a 
clean room that is warmed. artifi ially to such 
a temperature as will invite acidity within 
o the 


to 


thirty-six hours, or to bring the cream t 
warm room some hours betore attempting 
churn it. Cold, sweet cream may be ripened 


quite rapidly by adding a little soured cream 


and warming the whole, stirring constantly 


during the process. An easy way to do this 
is to the 


larger vessel of warm water 


of cream into another 
If the 


ot, it will be v 


Is set vessel 


water Is 


ry 


very warm, really h neces- 


sary to stir tl 
the 
Were every particle sweet, this h 

do little but 


cream added might be changed to 


w cream constantly to 
outside portion from getting scalded. 


hte inpera 


the 


cheese 


ature would harm, 


sour 
bv 
the heating, or rather the sour milk in the 
} 


Ga. 


is 
the er 


There ho 


cream might be so change 


harm to be expected from letting am 


that is asked by a great many managers of 


revent | 
: | 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


Lovis Pasrmun: His Life and Labors. By his son- 
inlaw. Translated from the French by Lady Claud 
Hamilton. New York; D. Appleton & Co. 

Among modern scientific experimenters and dis- 
coverers there is no one perhaps whose name, and 
whose work in its general scope, are so familiar to 
the ordinary non-scientific reader as M. Pasteur's. 

‘Mtering upon a field of investigation that was 
comparatively untrodden, his discoveries have the 
charm their intimate relation to 
some of the most ordinary and commonplace af- 


of novelty, and 


fairs of life invest them with a universal and pop- 
ular interest. The biography is preceded by an in- 
troduction by Professor Tyndall, recapitulating the 
ereat services that he has rendered to science, and 
is still rendering despite his sixty-two years of age 
and his shattered The book itself deals 
but litle with the personal biography of its sub- 
Ject, but is devoted principally to the description of 
his scientitic 


health. 


achievements, and his methods of 
work, and the untiring enthusiasm with which he 
has pursued his researches in the difficult and little 
known field of study which he had chosen. To 
these researches in generation, the 


agents and processes of fermentation, the diseases of 


spontaneous 


wine and beer, the silk worm disease which at one 
time threatened the silk industry of France with 
total destruction, the origin of fowl cholera and of 
diseases among domestic animals, and more 
cently into the phenomena and means of preven- 


tion of hydrophobia, the world is indebted for al- 


re- 


most all that is known of these subjects. The im- 
portance to medical science, of his great discovery 
of the efficacy of attenuated virus as a protection to 

and animals, 


from various terrible diseases, 


hardly be overestimated, especially as it has 
set other able and enthusiastic physicians to exper- 
imenting in the same direction for the benetit of 

The 


careful reading of all who wish to become familiar 


humanity. volume commends itself to the 


with on most important subjects of modern 


ISIN ‘ 
America, B 
York; D. Appi 


N THE PLAINS 
Walter Baron von Richthofen 
ton & Co, 


Norvrir 
New 


The writer of this volume has been for many 


‘ars engaged in stock raising in Colorado, and 


therefore writes 
edge of the subject 


stall com] 


from a full and practical knowl- 
He has compressed into the 
ass Of one hundred pages, the results of 


his experience and observation, and gives his read- 
any valuable hints and details which it would 
to find 


climate, 


r int 
him- 


a novice 


He dese 


many out tor 


the 


preine years 


rile temperature, vece- 
the country, the 
of 


capital required, and the 


tnd priv pal teatures of 
best ted fi 


Industry, 


ulay w the successful 


pursuit 
the 


he made, and gives several examples of 


contirmation of his somewhat rose-col- 


ns. But, as is the case with a great 
! ks on similar omits 


topies, he 
drawbacks, are 


h, 


in reaity 


ures, Which, as every 


hundreds ot 
In this business, as in every 
in the 


which in 


man than there is in 
man's 
to 


or 


hicate one 


a glittering allurement 
tastes, education 


ns under which the 





become ten degrees too warm for immediate 


churning, say seventy degrees. The souring 
will go on more rapidly at this temperature. 
h 


Sefure churning, however, tl 


we te rature 
must be brought to about 


exact degree to be determined by experience. 


We never like to have it higher than) sixty- 


tour, nor lower than fiftv eight at anv season 


of the year. Of course, the butter in col 


weather will be much better if the cows are 
liberal 


amount of grain, and are kept in clean, com- 


well fed with good fodder, and a 


fortable stables. It will usually be better 


too, from a large herd than from a single 


When the 


is small, the temptation is strong to keep it 


cow, 


Old cream can 


It is hard to 


too long before churning it. 


never make the best of butter. 


keep cream in perfect condition for butter 


making more than a week, and half a week is 
much better than a longer period. 


ST OF DAIRY PRODUCTS. 


(¢ 


Prot. Wm. Brown of the Ontario Agricul- 
tural College, has been carrying on experi- 


ments for determining the food cost of milk, 
cheese, both in and in 


butter and summer 
common 


the 
] 


Ontario and Short-horn grade cows, yiel: 


winter, and he finds that with 
ling 
35900 pounds of milk a year, the food cost in 
summer is three cents per gallon. This al- 


lows for three acres of ordins ‘“cnltivated 
hay pasture,” the grass upon which is worth 
to the farmer S10 per season, of six months. 
With a better pasture, capable of keeping 
two cows upon three acres, the food cost of 
the milk may be reduced to two cents per 
gallon. In winter, with a daily allowance of 
12 pounds of hay, 50 pounds of turnips or 
mangolds, 3 pounds bran, and 2 pounds of 


crushed oats, costing in market 15 but 


cents, 


to the farmer who grows it not over § cents, 


, 


» pounds 


On 


the cost of milk with cows giving 
| 


per day will be only 44 cents per gallon, 


this basis for the cost of the milk, a pound 


of butter in winter, will cost, for food con- 


sumed, 74 cents, and in summer, with or- 


dinary pasture, 5 cents, but with the best ot 
The of 


from milk made by cows 


cost 


pasture, 2 cents per pound, 


cheese in summer, 


feeding in ordinary pasture, is placed at 2 
cents per pound. 

Although the prices of cattle food are usu- 
ally somewhat lower in Canada than in the 
Eastern Middle think 


many of our readers must see that by Prof. 


and States, yet we 
Brown’s method of figuring, there must be 
some profit to be derived from the business 
of dairying here in New England, with pres- 
ent prices for milk, butter and cheese. 

As we have previously stated in these col- 
umns, farmers usually fail to place figures 
correctly when they attempt to find out the 
the 


the 


cost of their products. Hay is worth at 


present time, about $20 per ton in 
country towns in the vicinity of Boston, hut 
it sell 
that sum when delivered, that it has cost that 
amount to raise it. And when the milk pro- 
ducer figures on the cost of his milk, he 


should reckon the food consumed at what if 


it does not follow, because will for 


has cost, and not at what it would sell for, 
otherwise he ignores the profit that comes 
from raising the hay, or from feeding it out 
for the purpose of making it into a still more 
valuable commodity in the shape of milk. 

There 
which there is a greater uncertainty than as 
grow, the 
all habitually 


are few farm matters concerning 


to the real cost of the crops we or 
We are 


far too careless concerning our book-keeping, 


Farmers’ clubs and granges should dis- 
cuss this subject every winter, until the far- 
mers in general become so thoroughly fa- 
miliar with it that an intelligent answer can 


products we raise. 


To Trav Ratrs.—The editor of the Rural 
New Yorker has discovered a new method for 
‘atching rats in a steel trap. Atter setting it 
so it will spring easily, in any convenient place 
where the rodents ‘‘most do congregate,” a 
piece of thin white muslin about two feet 
square, more or less, is spread over the trap 
and over this are scattered carelessly a few 
cookey, cake, or cheese crumbs. Having no 
fear of evil from a white cloth, in eating the 
crumbs the rats are sure to get into the trap, 
and the cloth does not prevent the trap from 
holding them. When the cloth becomes soil- 
ed or bloody it should be changed for a fresh 
one. The editor says that the oldest and 
wisest rats are caught as easily as the younger 
ones, and several are often caught in quick 
succession in the same trap set in the same 
place. The method is certainly worthy of 





hundreds of barrels. 





trial, 


quantity of cream collected | ‘ 


empty cell and gnaws a way into the comb again) 


ehttul of 


ects ot 


natural his 


lose observer ot 


na- 


adventurers | 
| COT parison 


| bee 


WIril- | 


and tlowers | 


a thou- | 


and more 
And vet 
pointed out, and the 
the least 


gain some insight into the won- 


mor 


prosaic 
tals dails 
that 


habit 


it only needs 
these thing ld | 
formed of noticing them, for even 
reciative soul to 


the 


ap} 
der and beauty it lies all around us. 


author sacrifices uracy to sentiment, or 


rea 
beautiful; 
her 


seeking the 


knows, and makes 


closest and most accurate 


Nature most truly reveals 


this is one of the greatest 


hit, 


although necessa- 


teach no false 


, they 


is finely illus- 


book 


id in every way an admiradle volume t 


he hands of country boys and girls. 





Correspondence. 


Fort New England Farner. 


i 


THE APIARY. 


The Moth Worm. 
the 


it, repulsive, gray, almost white 


enemies and among them is 


voraciously and appears unequal 


satisty its own appetite. Bees’ 


Ing 
and upon it the worm teasts un- 
At dusk 
be seen darting here and 


ceasin what is the moth worm 
may 


If this miller 


there about hive. were resting 
log, or upon an unpainted hive, to the cas 
it would be invisible, because 


At 


ce of dead wood. 


the eve 


same color. rest it appears 


The miller is 

my of the bee, and it appreciates 
bee has a sting, for it ventures in 
itiously, and a little way ata 
watch, but the miller 


on the 


1 lays her eggs. 

ller lavs the eggs in the comb; 

comb, the egg 
! 


the 


vhere is retuse 


1 from the s are deposited in 


1 t 
ks ot 


or in the bottom of 
the of bits of 
slodged by the young bees in 
the 

at 
eggs hatch, and the worm asi ends to the comb 


its or cra live, 


in form 
lj 


possibly by older bees in 


digging out moth worms already work. Here 
the 
and begins its work of destruction. 

It 
out the 
lean, one hatching place of the worm is destroyed. 
the 


Once in 


the bee keeper look often into the hives, take 


frames, and keep the bottom of the hive 
weather 
dity. 


nto the centre, where 


n very warm worm develops with 
the com), the worm 
it warmest, 
At first there 


one long gallery, but if the worm be 


wonderful ray 


eats its WAY is 


linir 


may 


ig its callerv with a silken web. 
be onl 
ved, othe 


undisturl r galleries branch in different di- | 
rections until the comb is useless and past repair if 
the destroyer be finally dislodged. 


The 1 


lamave made by this pest is among 
sealed brood. 


rreatest 
the In making its passage way, the 
worm gnaws otf the heads of the immature bees, 
and in a short time, if the work be not arrested, 
The presence 
The pas- 


the brood will be entirely destroyed. 
detected 


sage way of the worm is just below the capping of 


of the worm may be at once. 


the cells, and when the web is spun it is so near the 
surtace that it may be seen; indeed, often the web ot 
the worm takes the place of the capping and comes 
to the surface. With a pen knife, even a nail, the 
gallery may be opened, and the web taken out with 
the For a worm, a moth worm is remark- 
ably active, and will elude capture, and work out 
of sight with astonishing speed Taken out 


their warm silken beds, and made torun the gaunt- 


worm. 


ot 


let of a colony of bees, the worms appreciate the 
danger and flee, and strange as it may appear, this 
many-legged worm will travel across a frame and 
o some hiding place without feeling the 


escape in 


sting of a bee. Often when the bee grappies with 


the worm, its wriggling causes the bee to strike 
wide of the mark. 


temporary, however, unless it conceals itself in an 


The escape of the worm is only 


and this it might do in one of the outer combs early 
in the season. 

In a strong colony, however, the moth worm has 
a short life. As soon as its gnawing begins, the 
bees are aware of its presence, and with speed, and 
with pick-axe and shovel, their sharp mandibles, 
they dig and dig until the worm and its web-en- 
closed chamber are thrown outside of the hive. 
Early in the spring, a frame of honey taken from 
a hive the fall before, became broken, and it was 
desired to have the comb fastened together in the 
frame again. The comb was dark, and in his haste 
the bee keeper did not notice the presence of moth 
worms. The comb, held in the frame by sticks, 
was placed in the centre of a strong colony. The 
next morning the alighting board of the hive was 
strewn with moth worms, bits of comb and web. 
On opening the hive it was found that the comb 
had been firmly secured to the frame, and the dif- 
ferent parts of the broken comb neatly united. 
The honey had been removed, the worms and their 
webs dug out and carried out, the cells repaired 
and scrubbed clean, and the bees then, about nine 
o’clock, were depositing honey, perhaps carrying 
the old honey back. 

The moth-worm is powerless in a strong colony, 
but good-bye to the weak colony if its worst enemy 
be firmly intrenched in its silk-lined burrow. The 
strong colonies will defend themselves, but the weak 
must find a defender in the bee master. Let the 





Not that | 


starting colonies must be kept 


} taken are weakene« 


hive be kept clean. A hive with a movable bottom 
board can be inspected often and easily without dis- 
turbing the bees, by tipping the hive back. If the 
bottom board be not movable, the frames may be 
taken out, examined and replaced in five minutes, 
if there be no aid to render, and five minutes time, 
at the right moment, may save a nucleus, or weak 
colony. 
Honey on Exhibition. 

At the Rhode Island State Fair were three exhi- 
bitors of bees and honey. Mr. Geo. C. Greene 
made a fine show of extracted honey, (a daily pa- 
per said it was distilled honey,) in glass jars, and 
comb honey, the latter just as the bees lett it after 
gathering in the fields and storing. ‘Two nucleus 
colonies also made a part of the exhibit, and the 
whole constituted the best apiarian display ever 
made in Rhode Island. 

Another exhibited a Cotton hive, said to be modi- 
fied in all its “wonderful entirety,” and also a halt 
aton of honey (?) produced by the Cotton system. 
The “feeder” was attached to the hive, and when in- 
quisitive persons asked, ‘What's that for ?” the ex 
hibitor replied, “That's to feed the bees when they 
don’t get enough in the fields.” This exhibitor 
appeared to be in doubt as to public opinion in re- 
gard to his honey ( 
out honey from a bowl, with one and the same 
to 
take it, and a large crowd licked that same spoon 
during the week. 
the bow], but it was said boldly by some bee keep- 


?) and employed a boy to deal 


spoon, to the crowd. The crowd was willing 


Of course there was honey in 


ers present that some of the honey piled up there 
was sugar and water. But strange and perverse as 
it may appear, the exhibitor of the Cotton hive, or 
the Cotton bee stuffer, was awarded the first prize, 
apiarian exhibit. 

Mrs. S. M. Lackey of North Swany »y made an 


and the only prize, for an 


interesting exhibit of bees; two nucleus colonies, 


in cottage shaped hives. These were much ad 


mired, and one colony having a queen’s cell had 
particular attraction for those who made enquiries 
about the development of the que 
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per. 
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and hence our tarmers groan and suffer. 


can farmers are doubtless tamiliar with the 


covenants, which restrict the arable farmer in crop 


ping, and the customs which prevail to unsettle the 
stock owner, in his desire to carrv a larger herd ot 
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virgin land of the States was never parcelled out to 


than his lease will permit. Fortunately, the 


favorites days of Saxon and Nor 


as 
thei 


ate 


and, theretore, 
Church 
swallow up here about two dollars per acre 
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awaiting offers, have been | n the landlords 


nt aken piace, 


hands. Reductions of rents have t 
this is not general. 

1 he 
arable 
the 
for his 


prices 


present season has been a disastrous one to 


and stock farmers alike. On th hand, 


ot geta like 


> valuc 
the 


nything 


harvest, but 


corn grower can 1 


Wheat is 


ll one-half lower than they ous 


crops. a tay 
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Thirtv-one shillings miserable 


for 
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price to offer taken about 
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grain, 
the owner 
at- 


able to 


again, 
sell 
to 


an acre to produce. 


f live stock has been his « 
tle 


make 


compelled to 


stock on a falling market he 


and 
both ends meet. Sheep and wool have fallen 
and hay 
the depression. Although 

Mr. Gladstone, to 
ams, the 


“new 


considerably value, and cattle horses 
atfected 

advised the late 
look after fruit growing for 


offering 


In 


also been by 


by Premier, 


tarmer is 


confronted with circulars season's 


fresh fruit 


at 3d. per pound,” from abroad. The unfortu- 


nate farmer may well be excused for desiring, like 
Job, to be where “the wicked (Americans, foreign- 
and the 


agricultural 


trom troubling, 
The 


look, owing to the scarcity of keep and the short- 


ers and colonists) cease 


weary farmers are at rest.” out 


ness of money, is dark and dismal 


suggested, 


Panaceas of all descriptions are being 
and the one which finds most favor, is that of small 
rhis plan of giving tarm 
to 


farms for farm laborers. 
allotments of trom 


oO one ten acres, Is 


laborers 


certain class who know 


of the 


gaining ground among a 
notking of the difficulties 
land owners have started a company for the pur- 
Lord Want- 
Without capital, 


situation Some 


pose, and already 400 acres, given by 


age, are in process of allotment. 
result; and 


found in 


it is easy to perceive failure can only 
even with a little capital, it has 
Bucks, Suffolk, that tl 
holder is apt to grow 


been 


and elsewhere, ie «small 


potatoes, onions, and cab- 
bage, crop after crop, until the land becomes ster- 
ile, and then he throws it up. In tact, the plan of 
parcelling out land with small allotments, was con- 
sidered by the commissioners who inquired into the 
cause of the depression in the Department of Lune- 
ville, France, as one of the permanent causes of the 
distress, and that the want of capital led to great 
poverty and privation. 

“One-cow farms” exist on the Cheshire and Suf- 
folk estates of Lord Tollemache and others. The 
method adopted by Lord Tollemache is as follows 
He offers any agricultural laborer residing on his 
estates, in a dairy district, land sufficient to keep a 
cow, or in an arable district, balf an acre, attached 
like a garden, to his cottage, at asum agreed upon; 
but the tenant must keep the land it 
state of cultivation. His Lordship believes that 
more good will be done by landlords and land own- 
ers, looking the matter straight in the face, than in 
being compelled to do so by the allotment bill 
which it is proposed to introduce into the new Par- 
liament. This system, however, is being tried on 
other estates by individual land owners, on similar 
lines. 

An attempt is being made to induce English far- 
mers to settle in the Republic of Mexico. For the 
past twelve years, the Mexicans have been enjoy- 
ing perfect tranquility, and making rapid strides 
in the art of peace. It is suggested that as matters 
are so unfavorable in the United States and the 
colonies, that farmers, stock breeders, dairymen 
and mechanics would do well in Mexico, provided 
they had a litttle means, and a good knowledge 


1 a thorough 





and practice of their business, and were steady and 


industrious people. Land is cheap, labor is low, 
and farming sgock can be had at little expense. 
The advocates of Mexico, as a field for emigration, 
declare the soil to be of superior quality, the crops 


ing of cattle and sheep most profitable, and the 
pasture to be the best herding region of the Ameri- 
can continent. Already signs are not wanting that 
efforts are being made to improve the cattle in that 
region, as a number of English shee p and pedigree 
cattle matched to 


this summer. 


have been des} various South 


American ports Possibly some en- 
terprising Yankees will also try their hand in the 
Mexican E] Dorado. 
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ner takes Dr. | 


urv, Judge L and 


accordance with established custon owing 


this, a new and worthy Commissic 
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nes Comp- 
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ity, 
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and distribution o 


have 
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should been paid ) ! general j 
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fund his disallowance oft 
a demar 


hence 


expended, and 1 for its return 
Ilere is a difference of opinion which the cou | 


If it ever 
if the } 


sr Congress will have to settle. to 
resent Comp- | 
Any 
mecessarv, 
we 
made by the writer in the paper above referred to, 


court, it is very questional| 


troller’s decision will be sustained. opinion, | 
however, on this point ac this time is 
as itis premature. Great sought be 


is 


stress 


| 
| 
because certain peas cost between six and seven 
dollars per bushel, and certain varieties of sor-| 
these 
prices.” If 
the writer will take the trouble to make inquiries 
of the largest and most in the 
country who supply native and foreign seed, I 
he 


high as twenty dollars per bushel, therefore six to 


ghum seed, two to three dollars per bushel 


being characterized as ‘outrageous 


reliable houses 
be- 
lieve will tind that certain kinds of peas sell as 
seven dollars per bushel is not an outrageous or 
extravagant for certain of peas 
Without of course knowing anything about it, I | 
would be willing to wager a mess of good peas, 


price varieties 


that even the present Commissioner, (said to be an 
excellent judge of such matters,) does not think it 
is; that in fact he will pay as high as this for some 
of his purchases the present year. 

The Ohio critic concedes that the late Commis- 
sioner, in all other respects, so far as known, was 
the best we ever had since the organization of the 
Department, and he wants to see the Commission- 
er’s record cleared up and left without a single 
stain upon it. This is my own position; and I 
furthermore agree with him when he says that the 
Department’s seed business needs to be reorgan- 
ized on a different and better basis, and the sooner 
the better. SHAWMUT. 

Boston, Oct. 12, 





abundant, the climate mild and healthy, the rais- | 


For the New England Farmer. 


BY D. N. PATTERSON, M. D. 


Sleep. 
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As dreams are made of; and our little lift 
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FIVE MINUTES’ TALK ON HEALTH. | 
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Selections, 


THE DELAWARE FRUIT EXCHANGE. 


largely 


Ihe Delaware peach crop has heen 
sold, the past two or three years, through an 
Del Fruit 


The origin and workings of this 


iware 


re 


Exchan 


organization are thus described by a corres- 


pondent of the Philadelphia Press 


At Wyoming Station, in the State ot 
ware, this unique organization has its 

iarters. Its methods are as simple and_ its 
have as satisfactory, be 
found in the workings of the most popular ex 
There was held a meet 
March, fruit 
*s and others, at 


ay 
head- 


results been as may 
‘ hanges of the cities 
ing at Dover, Del., 


in 18833, of 
growers, evaporators, canner 
which it determined 

exchange for the purpose ot 
growing, truit curing and fruit trade 
tect interests 
exactions; to reform 
1 reliable information ; 
vetween 


consumers, 


a fruit 
fostering truit 


to pro 


was to organize 


these from unjust or unlawful 
to ditluse accu- 
to settle ditfer- 

growers, manutacturers, de 
ers and and to promote among 
them good fellowship and a more enlarged 
Accordingly an act 
ol incorporation was obtained from the Dela- 
ware Legislature. The capital stock is lim- 
ited to $300,000, in shares of S50 
changed to $10 each) 
hoard of directors, annually chosen by the 


stockholders, and directors elect their 


aluses 
rate an¢ 
al- 


and friendly intercourse 


(since 


each, 
It is governed by a 


these 


| president, secretary and treasurer 


Frei AssontinG.—This, either by hand 
or cullers, is made general and obligatory 
upon growers and operators, through the Ex- 
change. 

Grapes.—The grades are few and well de- 
fined, as ‘‘Fancy,” *‘No. 1,” and ‘No. 2,” 
in each variety. What does not within 
these grades, because too soft, too green or 
too small, is rejected. 

Inspection.—Rigid examination is made 
by persons employed by the Exchange at the 
shipping stations, sworn to judge and deter- 
mine, without bias, the grade of fruit, in ac- 
cordance with by-laws. Their authority and 
rights are complete enough, under the char- 
ter, to fully carry out the design. 

The sales are at hours that con- | 
form to the starting of trains of fruit, and, 
while the management contemplate the sale in 
the Exchange, of loaded cars, yet in practice 
sales have been mostly made by wagon loads. 

Tue Averion.—The auction is called by 
officers of the Exchange, under equitable 
rules, readily understood. The sales are 
positive on the reports of inspectors. Pur- 
chasers pay on the spot for goods thus bought. | 
Packages are sold with the peaches. The | 
freight is paid from Wyoming to destination, 
by buyer. The market is made as complete | 
as possible, by securing active membership of | 
dealers in fruit trom every city in the Eastern, 
Middle and Central Western States. The | 
opposition encountered on all hands in 1883, 
was such as to prevent the Exchange from | 
opening its doors for business, but the agita- 
tion brought buyers, and, in a measure, pre- 
yared growers for the inspection of their fruit. 
fn 1884 the Exchange opened for business at | 
Wyoming, with buying members in all the | 
principal cities east of the Mississippi River, 
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others to beet—each excelling in its line 
you care for nothing except that it excel 
your specialty, by all means buy and handle 
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all of these, without sper ial excellence, buy 
accordingly. ‘The same idea is applicable to 
all kinds of stock 

In these days the man who fires his charge 
into the air without «flvct, has no one to blame 
but himsel! ‘Times and iness conditions 
are full of pointers for guiding bis aim Breed- 
ers and stock raisers not be without 
both well defined purpose and positive re sults. 
With his judgment trained by study and re- 
flection, every industrious stock-raiser ought 
"National Ste 
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need 


to succeed, kman. 


Lev Foreign Stock Atone.—The enor- 
mous falling off in the importation of live stock 
since 18833 is a cheering result of the constant 
hammering given by honest and judicious 
breeders, and the opposition of several lead- 
ing agricultural journals against the indiscrim- 
inate importation ot fancy” stock to the 
great detriment of legitimate breeders and 
farmers In May, 1554, there were 4,126 
cattle imported; in May, 1885, only 992— 
and in May, 1886, it is to be hoped, there will 
be 0. The falling off of sheep was from 757 
to 43, in the same period. Itis a great sav- 
ing of good American gold, which went to the 
fancy foreign breeders, and a large amount of 
greenbacks which passed into the capacious 
pockets of hippodrome speculators and boom- 
ers. It is a happy deliverance. We sheep- 
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’ the Wilmington: Star, the prices ; : F : oneness 
f old shee ‘ a 1 I oy e : ’ / ar, the prices have been | much outlay—was d are : 
Ak that the lam? » Yew Englane armel 9 A question of great interest to the retail | highly remonerative. The fine tobacco atlivenin t. s sold at public auction, and | his retirement. ‘The article was probably inspired 


] ' ° - ~ ' abt * magnificent +. of $40,000 Both Lord Hartington and Mr. Chamberlain have 
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he veighing 6x nh, oiniais discussion, is, ‘F reight rates on car load | SSO per hundred pounds of leaf. Of course, | certificates that bad | i 7 In an address at Birmingbam on Monday, Mr. 
- s ” Ww . . a db > . : . 
‘ unbs, Weight an he a lots.” The railroad companies generally al- | choice lots fetch even more. een purchased at a large a 








: | | . Chamberlain predicted the success of the liberals 
x < 7 a bs 1) wi b NG & KEI IT, low a discount from the regular rates when cessful farmers realize from ®: a aon 0 an discount !— Popular Science Monthl y- by Ang ee mapority ps aap ylaseny M | 
by & FR t< Rew Boston, Mass the _ Shipper has sufficient goods of one kind acre, and many will make $1000 to eve ry > ; : ree « He made a )itte om ak an Oe ‘oaiee. | ' 
' , di 24 M ow, ¢ . to fill a car. A car load of flour. or of | hand they work. There are, no doubt. in GERMAN POTATOES IN NEW YORK.| He feared, however, that Irishmen would vote | 
sat grain, or sugar, Or molasses, &e., can be sent | Granville twenty-five men who make from It may seem incredible to some of our | 28#inst the liberals in order to secure power. Mr. 
“ trom this city to a point north, south, east or | S200 to 500 to the acre readers to learn that potatoes are importe d Davitt urged a union of the Irish with the radicals. | 


glance this - Chamberlain's statement that the 
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a ADVER TISING RATES. - wt at a le 68 a . ees - ads than i . < . from Germany into this country, than which | be hoped the ex-premier th. Gh pteeet na- 
I the same Cal oy ed with either ot the ar- GENERAL CROP PROSPECTS. no other portion of the globe has more agri- | tional independence for Ireland. 
tes : - $9 ete. pon tenn. ticles mentioned, the same to be delivered at cultural advantages, but such is the case. Lord Salisbury, in an address at Brighton, de- . 
tt pisements, Est insertion, ‘ two or more points. At the first : : In comme nting upon the re port of the ag- clared that Mr. C ’ j 


Whether the potato grown in Germ: il 
L jeer ; — i pots 1 in German soil | |. Macrae ‘ : 
ves tn on suosequent insertion, 8 * would seem right and proper. A large lot of | ricultural bureau for October, the New York possesses any particular value not inherent in —— ace — not be mooted in 
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’ kin . e Volices, first ” 18 * o6 a certain kind of goods ean be pare hased ata Bulletin takes notice of the ‘Gillerenens that the Aone without foundation. If 








a ‘ lh 1 American vrown tuber is a question we | the question was not settled in the next, it would 
ne8 " ; 
—asti went vs eon oe fraction less per pound. than if a small qut an- | Lave existed between the re ports of the gov- | are not able to answer, but we do know that | be settled in the following Parliament. It would 
: ee. o 4 tity was purchased. ‘his system of doing | Ment during the past summer, and those of | certain classes , , > w be the greatest conflict in English history. A wave 
i votices .,60 * | \ n of doing % certain classes of people, the world over, ent ’ e 
. geading Me . business bas existed for ages, and will be con pris ate individuals made for speculative ef- | deem imported foods of eve ry sort supe ae of infidelity was passing over the land. Mr. Glad . 





f nts must be sent in as early inthe week | tinged, because it is a strictly a busin ress | fect. The fact that the October report sub- | to home products. In E ngland and France peso a sa ge ud = pease . —— —— 
: uave ire insertion transaction between the buyer and the seller, | 8tantially confirms its previous estimates leads | for instance. the label of an American “eas issue of national deutie en ization, higher than any 
‘ rged for the space occupied in | »7,) same rule, if applied to freight charges, the Bulletin to believe that the bureau is near- | claims the first con ideration of the epicure in The boycotting trouble are apparently . 
! ane neaeure however, can be questioned. ‘The reason why ly correct on the question of wheat. We re- | search of son ething extra nice, and from our | MeTeasing the more the ut tries to put 
, ‘ ng must be — it can be questioned is that railroad compa- | | produce what it has to say concerning wheat correspondents and personal observation we Lek te onnven farmers have been sentenced in 
Ww \ mut extra charge. 
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} , \VELLING AGENTS. the public good. ‘ reports are in, it will remain to determine | bargain. . by three Catholic curates unattended. Two hun- ' 
* ' nen, who are authorized Agents lhe merchant who is doing a small busi- | bw far they are supported by the movements | ‘Phe particular German potato we have in dred inhabitants of one village in County Queens == 
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| A ’ . » ste 1 , . . 7% { i »! ie ndred. | 
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row how t y a d J 





in the grocery line, take this and only 4 bushels on the acreage sown. | man potatoes. He displayed bis samples up- sg baw 7 os prefeets of intimidation i | Ft will readily be seen that a firm SOLE ACENTS FOR NEW BELMONT STRAWBERRY. 
view of the que-tion 7 he — — was nearly 40,00 11,000 acres, | on a plate which held a lozen or more tubers keep cauiainaatons alpha Cae b etinarage doing a large wholesale and retail ™ 
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a di nnection | of the Erie Railroad, presents their side in as and the lesser quantity was just what some respect, the German potato was a favorite on M. Dreville, the conservative candidate, and his | different patterns. These, in con- No. 49 No. Niarket St., Boston. 




















= : . . _ > -" ; } ‘ } - supporters were hunted and stoned until tl took . . 
nsecu- | Strong a manner as possible, which is as fol- months ago the bureau estimated as the prob- | the tables of several of his wealthier custom- vehe a with ~ saan apes ey 8 | nection with such other odd patterns ! 
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ng in each issue | They do not stop to thin k that the car must though the returns of vield per acre will not | sales are one bag a week, but during the win- | policy, they do not question his right to send troops 
he made until next month, the indications | ter season from three to five bags. into Roumelia for tk pose of asserting Tur 
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the diseased state of 1 which fil 


lives with ss misery; at the same 
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rather than the ones who endure the pangs. 
Almira Sophia’ 
be the 
a search in which they who enga 
When a little 

girl in pinatores, she used to come from 
with long comp! ints of the teacher's 
partiality, of the girls who had made faces at 
her, and the boys who had called her names. 
As she grew older and her self-consciousness 
1, if any one looked at her she fancied 
i her appearance; if any 
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seldom fail to find their objec 


n o1 okout for slights and 
e 
t 


home 


school 


increase 
they were criticisin 
one laughed where she 
was the object of their mirth. 

Both mother and daughter were members 
of one of the village churches, which they 
managed to p about half the time in hot 
water with their complaints. 
pastor, down to the last young incumbent, 
dreaded the sight of the widow's old white 
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was, she was sure she | 


or 
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rence so almost unprecedented that early in 
the week Deacon Hall called to inquire as to 
its cause. 

“Well,” said his wife on his return, ‘‘which 
is sick, Mis’ Hatch or Amelia Sophia ? ” 

‘Neither of ‘em,” was the curt reply, and 
then the deacon sank into his favorite chair 
with an audible groan. No, Lovila, the 
widow says somebody, but didn’t. tell 
who, had been slandering “em, an’ she cried 
an’ said that she didn’t think after she and Al- 
mira Sophia had lived here all their lives, an’ 
tried to be respectable women and always 
paid their dues to the church, that they would 
be treated like this; she said she knew there 
was some in the church felt above her, but she 
hadn't paid any attention to that, and that she 
and Almira Sophia had been slighted and 
overlooked, and put upon time an’ again, but 
she had overlooked that—but to be slandered 
by her own church members was a little too 
wuch, and not herself alone; she might have 
borne that, but her fatherless child—and she 
and Almira Sophia felt that under the circum- 
stances it was impossible for them to go to 
that church any longer, and had concluded to 
ask for letters of dismissal.” 

**And what did Almira Sophia say : 

‘I suppose she’d have said the same thing, 
for she’s her mother’s echo, but I didn’t see 
her atall. Mis’ Hatch said she was complete- 
ly crushed. She hoped, but she was afraid 
she'd never be the same again she was be- 
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yo” 





fore. 

“But what the slander } 
haven't heard anything.” 

‘Nor I neither. When I asked her s 
said it was too public for her to need to re- 
peat it. I should think,” with a momentary 
twinkle of his eye, ‘*by the fuss she made that 
it must be pretty bad, either murder or arson 
or burglary at least.” 

The deacon was a mild-mannered man, 
great propriety of conduct and speech, but 
after a moment's pause he exclaimed ; 
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Algonac was a little country village, 
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mini 


Zion.” 
church” pe ople retorted 
guilty ot 
vlorityir or 


‘Brown 


and 


hoped they neve! would by 
th 


ie narrow, 


ion prayer-mecting, 


n sti and 


Wilt had 
ring the two churches into 


ir Was promising to 
i closer 


and the old 


fook a new ana 


root ot 


mn 


overwhelmed with clients, perceptibl 
ened at the mention of a libel suit, and 
only read up law ! but 


on suca went 
so far as to stroll out past the widow's hor 


the cases, 
ist’, 
and on his return to call at the door, ostens 
bly to ask tora glass of water, with the 1 

introducting the interesting subject. 


But 


lea of 


stern 


ot the widow's pale 


are 
her demeanor, and the 
were too 


’ : 
l 
{ he hast 


oldness ot 


iwi unresponsiveness of her tone, 
much for hi htul audacity, an 

eata 

But during this time, the strangest of it all 
was that nobody knew what the slander was, 
who had perpetrated it. Almira Sophia 
remained invisible, and Mrs. Ilatch, when ap- 
proacbed on the matter by those of suflicient 


u 


s youthtul ar ily 


¥, 
retreat. 


or 


te merity 0 to consider it 
had « ented herselt 
isions to their condition 

‘‘lone wimmin to | put upon by every- 
> and vague hints that **folks had better 
{ if they didn’t want 


f rit, had assumed 


universally known, and 


with some teart all 
ful what they say 
rouble.” 

only added the flavor of 
p, and gave a wide play 
oomaker en- 


jut this ignorance y 
idquancy to the gossi 


ir 
t or 


| 
of fancy tor « ecture. The sh 


tertained a knot of loungers in his shop, with 
the opinion that the scandal was that the wid- 
ow had caused her husband's death by petri- 
fying him by looking at him, and one of the 

after the laugh had died away, had 
d the ‘*guess,” that ** twas that the 
Almira Sophia was going to be mar- 
witticism 1 


listeners, 


hazarde 
Widow or 
ried,” a which elicited another 
roar. 


Nearly 


} 


every one held a different opinion, 
held to his own with the 
so that disputes concerning the mat- 


ind each greatest 
ter 


wity, 
er were not only numerous and frequent, but 
were carried to such heights that, in conse- 
juence, Mrs. Slee and Miss Crum) did not 
speak to each other tor six months, and Par- 
sons & Whitbeck, the butchers, became 

ery that they 
nection on the ‘Spot. 

In one thing, however, all agreed; that 
must lly and aflecting 
moral character of the accused As to the 
cuser, that was equally difficult to fix upon 


al dissolved their business con- 
it 
the 


te decide 


grave 


Suspicion rested upon seve ral, who in turn re- 
sented the imputation angrily, while the teel 
ing of mistrust pervading the air, and likely 
to fall at any time on none knew whom, gave 


al 


to th 
suspicion. 
‘There is no knowing 
us slander would have continued to disturb 
or in what further complications its 
become involved because 


e community a general sense of restless 


how long the myste- 


gonac, 
people would have 
of it. had it not been for Aunt Parnel Bassitt, 
who was wont to boast that she ‘‘meant to see 
as fur into a milstun as anybody could,” and 
who had the courage and perseverance to 
probe the matter to the bottom. 

“Well,” she triumphantly announce 
afternoon, stopping on her homeward way 
where Deacon Hall and his wife sat on their 
por h, ‘‘I’'ve found out what there is to that 
seanda 

**You have ? do 
claimed. 

‘That's just what I stopped for, though I 
ought to be hum this minute skimmin’ the 
milk for the calves; but I knew you'd be pro- 
per glad to hear about it. Well, I got tired 
of hearin’ tolks say first one thing an’ then 
another, and I told Benajah / was goin’ 
know the rights of the story; so after [ done 
up my dinner work and baked some pies to 
supper and breakfast, I clapped on my things 
an’ run over to Mis’ Hatches’ an’ says 

“Well, sister Hatch, I'm glad to see you | 
around. I hadn't you nor Almira So 
phia to meetin’ lately, an’ I didn’t know but 
a spell of your rheuma- 


ad one 


| business. 


tell us!” they both ex- 


to 


seen 


you might be havin’ 
tism.” 
‘© I'm well enough,’ says she, pretty short 


} 
il 


KC. 
‘‘Almira Sophia hain’t been havin’ anoth- | 
er touch of that weakness in her back?” says 
I 

‘+ “No, she hasn't,’ says she. 

“Well, then, if you ain't sick, | hope you 
ain’t fallen from grace, or are havin’ doubts in 
your mind about the doctrine ? 

«**T don’t think we've fallen from grace as 
much as some other people,’ says she, as stiff 
as steel-yards, ‘an’ if you want to know why 
Almira Sophia and I haven't been to meetin’ 
I can tell you; it’s because we don’t care to 
vo where we've been slandered as we have by 


| our own church members.’ 


Each successive | 


horse halting at the parsonage, for he knew | 


he was in all probability to hear of a derelic- 
tion on the part of some one. 

Deacon Hall, who had to pass her house on 
his way to the village, used to hurry up to 
avoid being called in and asked some such 
question as : 


‘‘What kind of a Christian spirit he thought | 


it showed in brother Gabriel to sell sugar that 
fell short tour ounces in nine pounds?” or 
‘“‘Did he think it was the way one 
member should serve another, an’ a woman 
an’ a widow at that, for Zenas Wise to buy 
her calf for eight dollars, when he knew 
Aaron Teeple got ten for his’n, and hers was 
worth every cent as much?” 

But one week the Widow Hatch and Almira 
Sophia were not in their accustomed places in 
the weekly prayer meeting, and the following 
Sunday their pew in church was vacant at 
both morning and evening service, an occur- 


church | 


‘“‘Slandered!’ says I, ‘what hev they been 


a-sayin’ ?? 

“sT shouldn't think you'd need to ask,’ 
says she: ‘we couldn’t go on the street with- 
out bein’ stared at so, that we’ve had our mail 
sent to Honedale.’ 

‘‘But what hev they said? I've been to hum 
pretty stiddy lately, an’ I haven’t heard any 
thing,’—an’ that was gospel truth. 

«<7 don’t know as I care to repeat it,’ says 
she, ‘but if people don’t stop talkin’ about us 
they may get into trouble.’ 

“And she shut her mouth as much as to say 
‘that’s all you'll find out by me;’ but land 
alive, ’'ve known Mis’ Hatch ever since she 
was Hester Miggs, an’ her an’ me sat on the 
front seat in the old red deestrict school- 
house: and she can’t scare me by puckerin 
her lips an’ rollin’ the whites of her eyes. 

‘‘But what is it that’s been said?” I kep’ 
n’. 

‘To think that people should put on us 
because we air widowed and fatherless,’ says 
she, ‘an’ we've always tried to live as respect- 
able wimmen should. If Almira Sophia had 
acted like some girls I could mention, | 
shouldn’t wonder; but I leave it to you if you 


sayi 


“es 





| he understood navigation. 
| said he could brace up the yar 


| for a minute. 


D FARMER---- AN 


ever saw any unbecoming conduct on her 
part.’ 

**An’ she wiped her eyes an’ looked out the 
winder where Almira Sophia was picking’ 
some posey seeds in the garden. 

“I liked to have laughed right out at the 
idee, for Almira Sophia was an old maid be 
fore she was out of baby clothes, almost as 
stiff and prim as she is now, an’ I don’t be 
lieve would know how to act improper if she 

yvanted to. But I stuck to the pint, an’ 
finally she told me; an’ what do you ‘spose it 
dramatic effect of her narrative. 

“1 can’t imagine!” exclaimed both of 
listeners as they bent forward with eager in- 
terest. ‘*Do tell us.” 

**Well,”—slowly and impressively 
said that Livonia Pool, who was her husband's 
cousin, told her that Arista Blair told her that 
she heard Fidelia Waters that Almira 


‘she 


say 


she guessed she must have set her cap for the 
new minister.” 


From the New York Times 


A QUEER YARN. 


“You say that aman has got to have a 
knowledge of navigation before he can com- 
said an intelligent 
runner, 





mand a ship, do you?” 
looking seaman to a boarding-house 
the other day, as the pair stood on East River 
for an incoming ship be 


pier, waiting to 


dock d. 
‘+I do,” said the runner. 
“Then you are out of your reckoning,” 
| continued the seaman, ‘‘tor | have 
man to command a ship, and make good runs 
in her, and yet he didn’t know 
about navigation than you do.” 

The runner, and several others who 
near, and who had heard the 
iar statement, asked him to 

| the strange captain who knew nothing about 
Strike 


} , 
reasonable, ana ik 


any more 
stood 
seaman’s pecul 
tell them about 


| navigation. This request seemed to 


the seaman at 
once proceeded to spin his yarn. 

“About twenty ago, 
‘‘when | was first an 


shipped here on a full rigged cl 


as quite 


able seama 


began, 
n. | 


bound 


years 
made 
Ipper 
| for Callao, Peru. The captain was as fine : 
looking skipper as ever Lsaw. Ile was 
and stout built, with a heavy beard, which he 
took a good de i 
him Captain Phillips 


fine looking, and talke 


al of pains with. ‘They call 
‘ wh he was mighty 
knew every 
thing, when you looke 

minute somehow didn’t look 
The first time I went to 
k, and [ watched bim : 
more than | did 
looked at him the more I ma 
that with all his ways 


wasn't what IT ca 


ue 
man. 
was on dec 


the compass, and 


taking and 
d a smar 
“One a 
that 


very 


kept a servant 

g strange lor the ¢ 
\mer lo. But they 
Captain was born in england 


was 
thing 
To ¢ 


ican ship 


fa little as if he was 


was a queer look: 
Sc ‘| 1 


tty. Phat tellow wa 


and arms seemed twiste 
: } 


1, and be had d hair, 
‘ . 


was all coveTuca 


how about the eves 


now and then, w 
( aptain and Scot 

}when | he 1 tl 

ing that Seotty was much the 
two, although the 
forty, 


that. 


while Scotty 


ting the ship a 
? , s 
down, leat 
would look 
his evebrows, 
Captain, and 


whi 
he always seemed 
something thi 
tome. Once 
t the wo 
ame on de 

he t 
ike that done, 


mate in charge of the de 


t 
H 


night when we wert 
Ilorn, our watch 
o'clock on deck. 

**T was stand 
mate tol 
that the 
alt, 
the rope 
getting down to 


adome te 
ther w: 
imbing, of 
I notice 


young, you see I 
tain’s cabin 

“On the lounge 
looked as if he'd 
but my eyes st 
That yo ing fellow 
betore him 
and was making 
He jumped up ¢ 


, and then 


uck 


pan nw ty 
ng the 2 


yme on deck 
wheel 
**The Captan 
point to the West 
The mate 


him about ch 


ine ai 


sala 

“The ( 
watches, tell 
for the g 
have 


yvour 
lass is gx 
to a heavy 
**T finished cotling 
forward. Think 
‘s This 
the Captain, 
of a navigatol 


but } 


than | am 
he's mol 


for Scotty, so 


tain, oO 


t twelve o' 


but somehow IF coul 


ing about Scotty. 


oe } 
along given his 
the ship, while he seemed 


own { 
messages from the t 
tain had on deck and given any o1 
I felt sure that S« | 
say before he lett the cabin 
otty | 
ind whiat 
s that ¢ 
after him I saw 
Captain was, when I thought 
what puzzled me most 


tor 


iptain 
come 
tty had told him = what 


old 
had given orders with S 
had alwavs muttered, 
tered but the 


1« 


1 é 


very wor 


repeater 


strike out himself, ar 


stead 


ting 


of prete nding to /a servant, 
Captain Phillips use him 
Phere was some about it, 
plain, but I couldn't guess what it 
could only suspect that in some way 0 
rht hold on 


mystery 


the Captain had gota t Scot 
While [ lay 
this, it came on to blow, and all 


called to shorten sail 


inmy bunk thinking about all 
Il hands 


wert 
“Scotty was right when he told the 
that we were likely to have a storm, although 


as nice 


nat 
when he said it the weather looked as 
you could ask to have it in those 

how well Scotty 


That 
was about. 


latitudes 


derstood 


showed 
what he 

‘‘We got into Callao, and landed our car 
go all right. 1 that he 
would go to San Francisco, where we would 
be paid off, and the ship would take on a car 
go of grain for Europe. Early in the after 
1wo0n ot the second day out from 4 allao, th 
mate went out into the main channels to se 
if the paint work there didn’t want touching 
Somehow he lost his balance 1 went 


The Captain then sai 


up ana 
overboard. 

“The ship was hove to, 
lower a boat, but the mate was seen to throw 
up his hands and sink out of Captain 
Phillips came on deck with Scotty by 
and sent for the sc ond mate, who told 
that there was no chance of his 
mate. The Captain asked the second mate 1 
Th md mate 


and we started to 
sight 
Dim, 
him 
saving the 

st 
sand such as 
that, but that he did 
tion 

“<¢Then,’ said the Captain, ‘I'll put back 
to Callao for a new mate.’ 

“Scotty then turned to the Captain, and 


not understand naviga 


said : 
‘«*Why not make me mate ?” 


“The Captain looked mad, and said to 


| Scotty: 


***Why, you don't understand navigation !’ 
“Scotty looked madder than the Captain 
Then he came alongside Cap 
tain Phillips, and began whispering in his ear 
Scotty talked mighty earnest, and seemed to 
be begging hard for something—I suppose it 
was to be made mate—but the Captain did 
nothing, only but to shake his head and look 
sulky. 

‘All this time the ship was lying to. Fi- 
nally I saw Scotty looking mighty ugly out 
of the corners of his eves. He yas pale, too; 
but he went up to the Captain and seemed to 
beg him once more, but the Captain again 
shook his head, and said, loud enough for me 
to hear: 

*¢*We must put back to Callao.’ 

«Then he went up to Scotty and stood by 
him. I knew he expected Scotty to mutter 
to him what orders he was to give to put the 
ship about, and head her back to ¢ ‘allao. I 
thought at first Scotty was going to rebel, 
but he began muttering, as usual, and the 
Captain gave out the orders with as big airs 
as if he owned us all. In a minute or two we 
were sailing close to the wind on the port 
tack. As the trade winds were now against | 
us, we had to beat back to Callao. 


is? and Aunt Parnel paused to heighten the | 


her | 


Sophia had been to church so steady lately, | 


known a | 


AGRICULTURAL AN 


1 «our bells struck, and I was sent to the 
wheel. An hour later the Captain and Scot- 
ty came on deck, and the ship was put about 

| onthe starboard tack. This time Scotty's 
teeth seemed to be clinched, and he looked 
mighty ugly. I heard the Captain say ina 
low tone to Scotty, as they walked up and 

down: 

***You know that I’ve only got to tell the 
English Consul, and you are just as good as 
hung.’ 

“Then Scotty says: 

“*You know very well [ only struck him 
in self-defence. If Pd told the Captain at 
the time, it would have been all right. 
| a good mind to tell the Consul myself.’ 

“Then they got out of my hearing. But I 
saw how it was, then, that the Captain had 
| his hold on Scotty. Scotty had killed a man 
| in self-defence, he claimed, but the Captain 
knew of it, and was holding it over him 

“At four o'clock I lett. the 
watch went below. At six lock we cam 
We had not gone about again, but 
The Cap- 
tain and Scotty were standing in front of the 
cabin d 
Says he to the second mate: 

***The Captain says send all of the men 


wheel, and my 
o'% 
on deck. 
| supposed we would very soon 


oor. 


Scotty was as pale as a ghost. 


ait. 
“The Capt iin looked surprised at this, but 
said nothing 1 came aft. Then 


Scott 


The men all 
y cried out 


** Captain | will 
mate? This is the 
“Scotty said this 
14 


ii 


you make me 
I shall ask you!’ 
the 
lor 


last time 
in such a way, that 
rightened. Ile stuttered 


lool 
LOOK sprea ling 


Captain looket 
a minute, but h 
over Scotty's lace, 
‘Yes. Scotty, I 
“Scotty took 


* saw a wicked 
and he 8 rid 
ippoint you mate.’ 
two bounds that 
Ile had 
He held up 


in lis eyes. kor 


took him up 
straight 
vad, 
the first time 


on the alterhouse. 
all of 


t} 


yrown 
asnu ien his he and 


wats fire 
| 


looK ed 


ere 


sms , 
really 1 well, 
**Tlelm to lee! he cried; ‘we must 


put 


rders as rapidly 
! i ] 


t commanded ships 


mad on th 
a 


Mw por 


must have lifted my 


right « on 


which 


breakers 
l-lookin 
intended 


reefs 


iptaim 





cloves, and 


persona 


t twenty-tive 


mbromaniac is still adding 


his treasures at 


st to himself of several 


Of 


¢ 
) 


thousand pounds per annum. a some- 


munerative nature is a mania, 
to the Reichs O fecht- 


has lately become popular in economi- 


what more re 


which, according 
hule, 
cal Germany 
People there collect old and faded photo- 
raphs, which are purchast d by ref for 
sake of the silver which they contain 
» do not know how long it would take an 
man to g ogether shillings 
visite, but in this 
earn the 
1a broom 


iners 


or 


energet five 


worth of cast-i 


country he wo money 


with more orrowe and 


Swe pt a crossing. 


A PECULIAR HORSE. 


General Totten habitually rode horst 
with the most peculiar gaitever seen. It was 
faster than a walk, and slower than a trot, 
and was neither a walk, trot, pace nor canter 
It caused no end of trouble to his escort, who 
could never keep pace with him, but were re- 
duced to the necessity of falling behind by 
letting their horses walk, and then catching 
up by a trot. 

Many a fervent prayer was 
this annoying horse might be 
first battle. 

On the march to Camp Bliss, General Tot- 
ten was quite sick, and rode in an ambulance, 
and his colored servant was sent ahead with 
the horse. 

About an hour afterward (General Totten 
‘aught up with the servant, who was leading 
he horse, and was shedding tears freely. 


a 


that 
the 


breathed 
killed in 


‘ 
t 


Ive | 


FAMILY 


Che General asked him why be was leading 
the horse ; The servant 
replied : 

+<( rolly , General, I 


1) 


why did he not ride. 


can’t never ride dat 


| hoss! 
“What is the matter with him ?” 
| General. 
‘*Why,” answered the “he 
| know how to go; he trots before, and gallops 
behind, and jinglangs in the middle !’—<S¢ 
Louis Republican. 


asked the 


negro, 





From Good Woods. 


8T. PETER AND THE BASKETS. 


Peter, 
sped two an 
bor the tir 


St the door of Lleaven, one day 
angels on their happy way, 
to see the world in May 


Both bearing baskets 


from 
ug 


Phiey we to 
Phan budding t 
Phey were 


ing bu flowers mn 
md blo 
to Dring the 


Back in th 


ve fragrant far 
hawthorn are, 
praise ot all the star 


basket 


Phanksgi 


ing 


OUR NEGLECTED WILD FLOWERS 


nist. 


. who sp 


Essex 

th of July, 
Beholding 
ne 


as with a cloth of 
this 


a 
w t} 
hOlLLOW The 


mol 
’ ° 
] in 


acre 


example 


Ipor 
love 


wol pf lt ) 
is i rompred 
is, whe hen his eve 
wn and thanked (,od 


ilas! 0k it with 
s to them a ye st ruining the 
pastures a wide 
never it 


lipess. t farmers i¢ 
It 
hay crop and making of 
ha) . and maxing 

To them | 


as 


lismay. 
the 3 
ty 1s 8 


au 


} 
the | t 


spre 1d waste. 


" 
own excuse tor being asserts, 
they use all the means in 


hments 


and 
prevent its) encroa 


and it ‘ta hard 
laugh 


r 
& 


root branch. They tind 
{, with a defiant 
open 


: : 
gloriously 


however, 
ell 


tome a 
at their futile 
sols more 


as | 
rts, it 
more 
reeze with every passing year 
and 


7! 
sits winged b10s- 


to the sun- 


ana 
shine and the | 
It we co ild 
pet a portion ot 
all be gainers thereby. 

I'he same may be said of that 
agriculturists — the white-weed, 
daisy. <A lovely thin 
from abroad, under 
Marguerite—a_ pearl thereby 
of Margaret of Anjou, whose favorite 
and of Margaret ot Valvos, that pearl of wo- 
men, who was called by her brother Francis, | 
his **Pearl of pearls.” Since it has been } 
adopted recently as a fashionable decoration, 
and considered the correct thing in all artistic 
work and arrangement, it bids tair to have its 
claims to garden treatment allowed before a 


eradicate 1 fields, 


t from the 
it into our gardens, we should | 


to all 
OX-U Vet 


trial 

or 
¢ it is when it comes to 
French 
reminding us 
it was, 


its name 


us 





| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| formance of professional duties, he 


} to my heels. 


them scattering the cre 


ters ot 


mn 


ne 


small log hut w 


ine 


long time, in spite of the frowns and sneers 
of the haymakers and dairymen, who care 
more for use than beauty, as indeed they 
ought 
sesid now mentioned, there 
many other of our native plants worthy of at- 
tention and culture; notably the hepatica, 
blood-root, anemone, columbine, trillium, 
twin-flower, fringed polygala, chicory, fringed 
gentian, not omitting the asters and 
volden rods, together with shrubs innumera- 
le, which, now making sunshine in many a 
, are ready and willing to give us 
of their brightness in return for shelter and 


care in the home garden. 


es these are 


ete 


A PET SKUNK. 
His Devotion to His Master, and 

tion for the Ladies. 
master 


Two summers ago I was the happy 


of the cleverest young skunk that | have thus 


far chanced to meet, writes an American Aq 
ricullurist correspondent bor he 
le of his genus, and we called 


lt 
of pre cau- 


a niaiine 
received the tit 
him **Meph,” for short. 


tion we removed bis scent sacks, and he made 


By way 


}arapid and complete recovery after afew 


days indisposition. 
While driving about the country in the 7 
usually 


wer 


slept in my pocket After supper [ common 
ly took a walk, and he always followed close 
If I chanced to last 

! 


walk too 


and stamp 


far 


for him, he we his fore 
feet, and if | persisted in keey f 
he would turn about disgusted 
but if I stopy 
at 


rrit 


ahead, 


make oll 


in an opposite direction ; ved and 
would hurry along 
ambling pace, and rtake 
Ile was particularly of 
think it was the dress that attracted 
this a t may, he invariably |e 
me to follow any lady that chanced t 


called him, he a sort ol 
! soon OVet 
! 


fond ladies, and 
him: bu 
be si would leave 
to come 
near. 

We used 
meadow which 
Here ««M ph’ would 
ite food, 
mat 


he 


to walk tl hh the und a 


abounded in grasshoppers 


iroeug woous 


fairly revel in his favor 
and it was rich sport to watch his 


\\ hen 


I have 


wuvers a grasshoy 


en him with 


jumped, 


and st 


jumped, 


in his u 


is many 
er his fore 


it 


yuth, and two und 
he 


over-distended 


as three 
paws at one time, would 
that his little belly actual] 

sO fuil 


] 


still 


and when 

hold no more, he would 

them. When so small 

tod the é , t . it 

le the large and powertul 
. x he 


upon the ground, 


Ly 
id scareely neve! 
to tack 


received 


Dut 


wh as the *shornes 


nip 
ayeous 
r he 


yunity, and it was very amusin 


wy smart 
mm 


ort 


r to 


mi 
a 
it o1 


| 


K 


Was 
USS UXpe;r 


its we 


he se rper 
bis tigure of a 
SmAalle 


] t t 
lowili tO Tht 


lle, spat chewed 


, I 
xteen is, O! 

ith {them from the 
ge, Riding 


Messe! 
mn 1 


asin 


armiuis 
villag campward, we 
it 


the ¢ ar h 


inday Ne 


ires to the four 
, 


Anizona Letter 1 


es 


A BATH HOUSE. 
‘In 


ir every 


FINLAND 


the 
or 


country I 
nt 


crossing noticed that 
there was a 


darkened 


farm settiem 


h opt ninggs ali y 


smoke, and on asking what it was, always re 


t 


room ot the 
hood. Every Saturd 


by 


in 


are red hot, co 


ive 


and any 
pating 


1 for an answer that it was the 
‘The in tact, the 


and 


savna. 
common ith- 
the neigh 


ay the savna is used 
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